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corvallia , 
auguat 21 
rob.gandaraehp.com 

eugene , OR 
august 26 - XBA 

cottage grove, OR 



in the summer of 2005 two radical folk singers embarked on a one-thousand mile| 

music tour down the west coast by bicycle, 
they began in mid-july and by mid-september they had performed over twenty- 
three shows in over seventeen towns and biked 1,320 miles, they slept in barns, 
pitched tents on roadsides, stayed in the house of a city council member, the r.v. 

of a rural partner-abuse activist, the moon lodge of a native-based intentional 

community, occupied a queer-owned coffee shop under attack by bigoted locals, 

squated watersheds, and dreamt amidst redwoods, here they share information 

about planning and carrying out a musical bike tour and share some helpful 

thoughts about the gasfast tour. 
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in the summer of 2005 two radical folk singers embarked on a one-thousand mile 

music tour down the west coast by bicycle. 
they began in mid-july and by mid-september they had performed over twenty- 
three shows in over seventeen towns and biked 1 ,320 miles, they slept in barns, 
pitched tents on roadsides, stayed in the house of a city council member, the r.v. 

of a rural partner-abuse activist, the moon lodge of a native-based intentional 
community, occupied a queer-owned coffee shop under attack by bigoted locals, 
squated watersheds, and dreamt amidst redwoods, here they share information 
about planning and carrying out a musical bike tour and share some helpful 
thoughts about the gasfast tour. 
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BELLA ClAO 




Going on the DNC2RNC march and then the gasfasr tour the following 
summer made me feel like I am part of a movement of people all over the 
world who want radical, proactive shifts to occur in our social landscapes 
and organization. 



On the march, a womon who had gone to the WTO (world trade 
i organization) protests of 2003, taught me and some other womyn the old 

Italian folk song bella ciao, but with words she and some others had made 
I up in Spanish. 



Ttaught it to Adhamh on the gasfast tourandwesan^^ 
our shows, telling the following story :_ 



I met an activist on the dnc2rnc march who heard this song 
sung by a small group of Italian womyn who were part of 
a larger group of hundreds of womyn tearing down the 
fences at the WTO meeting in Mexico. The police at the 
fence were moved to tears by this female-led and executed 
action and didn't commit any acts of violence towards 
them. The womyn were armed with large wire cutters and 
S ropes and pulleys to climb up on the fences and bring 
them down. They successfully pulled down at least one of 
the fences, but there were about 7 holding the protesters 
back from the meeting. This song is our global movement 
embodied in music. It is an old folk song from Italy, a song 
passed on from throat to throat. A song that is alive and 
changing just like we are. A song that, in this context, 
signifies the crucial role womyn and female-bodied people 
have to play in our global justice movements. 



• « 'I 






So that's it, my part of the GASFAST zine. If you would like to get in touch 
with me, email me at: 

thistle@ riseurj.net 

We are everywhere. We are many. They are few. Rise like Lions. 



this ride is meant to show that 
working musicians can tour 
without burning fossil fuels for 
bheir transportation. 

we believe that another 
world based on mutual 
aid, humyn-powered 
machines, and social 
justice is possible! 

making choices about how we use our 
resources is one step in the process 
of creating this world. 

we are using music as a 
weapon against capitalism 
and injustice while 
autonojrypjasly propelling 
ourselves at an earthly 
speed . 







An account of how thistle anj ajjvamh met 
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Taking off on my Meycle in Septewfcr cf ?003 with re real destination 
except for stuff because winter was coming, left me wind-swept and 
self-actualized in an animal sort cf way. I left Wisconsin that Faff after 
fitting my full-time jot, selling my car and giving up t*e house 1 was 
renting witf .my partner. We had pfanned and schemed together for tvo 
years before we actuaffy gave oursefves to the road. Both of us were in 
search of a simpler existence and a way to protest wars for oif on a daify 
Usis through our choices. We didn't ^uite know how we were going f 
make money Ut t tooked music gigs ahead of time wit* activist 
organizations afong our route in hopes of getting donations. One of the 
pfaces we stopped was St. Louis where t had arranged to pfay a show 
through the cathofic workers. 1 ended up getting a hundred doffars that 
night and it was a realfy enjoyable experience. It left me feefing 
confident and excited af>out doing other shows afong the way 

| Anna and some of his friends came to my performance and sat fike high 
school kids at the funch tatle in a tiqht circle in h 
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